
GOVERNMENT O F  THE 
B O A R D  O F  ZONING ADJUSTMENT 

Appl ica t ion  No. 12907 of Foward Un ive r s i ty ,  pursuant  t o  
Sub-section 8 2 0 7 . 2  of t h e  Zoning Regula t ions ,  €or  a s p e c i a l  
except ion  under Paragraph 3101,46 f o r  f u r t h e r  p rocess ing  under 
a campus p l an  t o  c o n s t r u c t  a classroom Suilclinq accommodating 
a TV and f i l m  s t u d i o  i n  an R-5-B D i s t r i c t  a t  t h e  premises  
2 2 2 2  - 4th  S t ree t ,  V. K . ,  (Square 3 0 6 9 ,  Lot 6 5 ) .  

I N G  DATF: A p r i l  11, 1 9 7 9  
D E C I S I O N  DATF;: A p r i l  11, 1 9 7 9  

F I N D I N G S  O F  FACT: 

1. The s u b j e c t  p rope r ty  was f i l e d ,  adve r t iqed  and heard 
by t h e  Poard on t h e  b a s i s  t h a t  t h e  p rope r ty  w a s  zoned R-5-E and 
t h e  a p p l i c a b l e  paragraph of t h e  Zoning Regula t ions  was 3101,46. 
By Zoning Commission Order No. 75-11, 6a t ed  February 12; 1 9 7 6  
t h e  s u b j e c t  p rope r ty  was rezoned from R-5-R t o  SP ,  and by v i r t u e  
of 7oning Commi s i o n  Order N o .  235, da ted  September 1 4 ,  L 9 7 " ,  
t h e  p r o p e r t  i s  now zoned SP-2. A c o l l e g e  o r  u n i v e r s i t y  use 
i s  p e r m i t t e  i n  an SP-2 D s t r i c t  as a s p e c i a l  except ion  i f  
approved by t h e  BZF. i n  accordance w i t h  Paragraph 4 1 0 1 . 4 3 ,  The 
s t anda rds  set f o r t h . t h e r e i n  are e s s e n t i a l l y  t h e  same a s  t h o s e  
conta ined  i n  Paragraph 31'31.46, and t h e  f i n z i n g s  and conclus ions  
of t h e  Board would. be i d e n t i c a l  r e g a r d l e s s  of t h e  paragraph 
app l i ed .  

2 .  The s u b j e c t  p rope r ty  i s  Located sou th  of Col lege 
S t r e e t .  between 4 t h  Strecl-t and 6 t h  S t r ee t ,  a d j a c e n t  t o  t h e  O l d  
Freedman's Hosp i t a l  b u i l d i n g  on e Foward u n i v e r s i t y  Campus I 

t r a i l c i s ,  T k x c  is an a s p h a l t  driveway t o  t h e  n o r t h  of t h e  
s i te .  Old Freetlrnan's fXospital i s  present1.y used as classrooms 
by t h e  School of Communications. The s i t e  of t h e  proposed 
b u i l d i n g  i s  bound-ed on a i l  s i d e s  by C f d  Freedmanvs Hosp i t a l  
Bui ldings.  

The s i t e  is pr?S L t'_&f dcrrelopt?d 1% i "sls c 9 < I <  - ' T  c 

3.  The Howard Un ive r s i ty  School of C o ~ u n i c a t i o n  i s  
r e q u e s t i n g  a s p e c i a l  except ion  t o  erect  ank l t e r im  f a c i l i t y  

capable  of a c c o ~ o ~ a t i n ~  TV and f i l m  s t u d i o s  and c b  
ad jacen t  t o  t h e  p r e s e n t  f a c i l i t i e s  of t h e  school  i n  t h e  O l d  
Freedman's Hosp i t a l  bu i ld ing .  T h i s  f a c i l i t y  i s  necessa ry  so 
t h a t  educa t iona l  programs i n  communications may proceed. 



~ p p l i c a t i o n  N o .  1 2 9 0 7  
Page 2 

The proposed s a1 excep t ion  w i l l  
temporary l o c a t i o n  of a sroom, t each ing  an 
f a c i l i t y  on t h i s  Howard Un ive r s i ty  ~ a r n p u s ~  

5. ]Egoward Un ive r s i ty  has r e c e n t l y  r ece ived  a g r a n t  far  
and has been l i c e n s e d  t o  o p e r a t e  t e l e v i s i o n  s t a t i o n  ~~~~~ 

6 ,  The School of ~ o ~ u n i c a t i o n s  i s  p r e  e n t l y  o p e r a t i n g  

sroorn " C " ,  n o r t h  of t h e  College of F i n e  Xrts and f r o m  t h e  
f i v e  temporary t ra i le rs  and a quon e t  h u t ,  calledl teniporary 

O l d  Freedman' Hosp i t a l  b u i l d i n g ,  These f a c i l i t i e s  do n o t  m e e t  
FCC s t anda rds  necessary  t o  o p e r a t e  a t e l e v i s i o n  s t a t i o n ,  

7 .  The proposed f a c i l i t y  w i l l  be three s t o r i e  i n  he igh t  
of c o n c r e t e  block c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  The bui. lding s h a l l  i n c l u  
video t a p e ,  news, f i l m  dubbing and d r e s s i n g  rooms, t h r e e  
and. c o n t r o l  rooms. The b u i l d i n g  w i l l  be soundproof,  

8. The f a c i l i t y  w i l l  n o t  i n c r e a s e  t h e  c u r r e n t  s tudvk t  
popu la t ion  and t h e  employees o p e r a t i n g  t h e  s t a t i o n  w i l l  be 
LJnivers i ty  pe r sonne l ,  

9, T h e  i n c r e a s e  i n  o v e r a l l  bulk ocoas-ione 
a d d i t i o n  f o r  t h e  C ~ ~ U S  as  a hole will be w i t h i n  t h e  
f l o o r  area r a t i o  level. T h e  ulk of t h e  proposed 

~ u i l d i n ~  i s  w i t h i n  a c o u r t  yard of t h e  e x i s t i n g  s t r u c t u r e  
has v e r y  l i t t l e  street  f ron tage ,  A s m a l l  p a r t  of t h e  p r o  
~ u i l d ~ n ~  t h a t  p ro t rudes  w i l l  have a p re -cas t  c o n c r e t e  fae  
match t h e  s t o n e  work on t h e  Old Preedmanss H o s p i t a l  b u i l d i n g ,  

10. The Howard Un ive r s i ty  Master Carnpu P l a n  p r e v ~ ~ u ~ l y  
approved by t h e  Boar I i n c l u d e s  t h e  even tua l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of 

permanent School o ~ o ~ ~ u n i c a ~ i ~ n s  and School of Business  
located a t  6 t h  and airmont  Street  nex t  t o  t h e  Miner Teacher 
Col lege si te.  I t  i t h e  d e s i r e  of t h e  a p p l i c a n t  t h a t  t 
f a c i l i t y  be approve on an  i n t e r i m  b a s i s  u n t i l  s a i d  pe r  
f a c i l i t i e s ,  which are on t h e  drawing. board and p a r t  o f  
Master P l a n ,  can be f inanced  and erected. The Master C 

s t h e  proposed f a c i l i t y  i n  an area designated. as  
' s  Square"p a high d e n s i t y  c o n c e n t r a t  b u i l d i n g  
Id also s e r v e  a s  a campus p e d e s t  e ,  open p l a z a s ,  

and campus amen i t i e s  l oca t ed  between 6 t h  et and 4 t h  S t r e e t s ,  
b i s e c t e d  by Eryant 

11, The Bepar e n t  of ~ ~ a ~ s p o ~ t a t ~ o n  by memora dated 
A p r i l  1 6 ,  1 9 7 9  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  w e r e  no o b j e c t i o n s  t o  t h e  
c o n s t r u ~ ~ i o n  of t h e  i n t e r i m  f a c i l i t y ,  I t  noted  t h a t  there would 
be no change i n  t h e  Master Plan r e ~ u i r ~ m ~ ~ t ~  for  ~ a ~ k i n ~  and 

~hse Board concurs .  



1 2 .  The Off ice  of P l ~ n ~ ~ n ~  and ~ e ~ ~ ~ ~ p ~ ~ n t  i n  i t s  r e p o r t  

ounds t h a t  t h e  propo ed bui ld ing  i s  x$ t l i k e l y  to 
j e c t i o n a b l e  t o  neigh o r ing  proper ty  b cause of t r a f f i c ,  
stud.ents o r  o t h e r  ob jec t ionable  cond ti-onse The Board 

dated Apr i l  5 ,  1 9 7 9  recommended t h a t  the  pp f i ca t ion  be approve 

The A d v i s o r y  N e i g h b ~ r h o o ~  C 
da t ion  an t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n ,  

1 4 ,  There was no oppos i t ion  t o  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n ,  

: 

Based on t h e  f ind ings  of f a c t ,  t h e  oard concludes 
t h a t  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  a s p e c i a l  except on i s  in f u l l  corn- 

t o  n ~ i g h ~ o r i ~ ~  proper ty  because of no i se ,  t r a f f i c ,  number of 
s tuden t s  or o the r  ob jec t ionable  cond i t ions ,  The €3 ard conc1ud.e~ 
t h a t  t h e  maximum bulk r e q ~ ~ i r e m e ~ t ~  a r e  ~ ~ ~ t h i ~  t h e  
area prescr ibed  for t h e  SP D i s t r i c t ,  The Board ha 

ce w i t h  t h e  r egu la t ions  under paragraph 4 1 0 1 ,  
a permit ted use and it i s  no t  l i k e l y  t o  becc 

campus master p l a  which w a s  suhmitte in accordance w i t h  
31. The proposed f cility is a reasonable. 

i n t e r i m  use of a p iece  of property w i t h i n  t h e  approved c a m p u s  
boundary. 
can be granted as i n  harmony wi th  the  genera l  i n t e n t  and purpose 
of t h e  Zoning Regulations and ill c r e a t e  no adverse a f fec t  on t h e  
use of neighbori  ccordingly,  it. is ORDERED t h a t  t 
a p p l i c a t i o n  be 

VOTE: 4-0 (Theodore F, Mariani,  Charles P,. R o r r i s ,  Chloethiel 

The Board f u r t h e r  concludes t h a t  t h e  s p e c i a l  exception 

Woodard Smith and W i l l i a m  F c l n t o s h  t o  g ran t ;  
L e o n a r d  L ,  McCants n c t  p re sen t ,  no t  v o t i n g ) ,  

Y ORDER OF THE D.C. BOARD OF ZONING ADJUST 

~ T ~ ~ S T E ~  BY: 
STEVEN E.  SHER 
Executive Direc tor  

FINAL DATE O F  8 


